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Country Report: China

China has made great efforts to boost cultural development in 2007. A series of significant
initiatives were launched, and a framework was developed in the aim of establishing a public
cultural service system for al in China. It was pointed out that the aim for establishing such a
system was to empower the general public, protect their basic rights for cultural access and meet
their basic needs for cultural products. In doing so, China endeavored to promote development and
prosperity of culture. Taking this opportunity, libraries in China entered a fast developing period
and won significant progress and improvement.

Libraries in various regions have actively engaged themselves into the practice of establishing a
public library service system that fitted their local needs in 2007. Some emerging modes such as
Suzhou Mode, Jiaxing Mode and Foshan Chancheng District Mode are excellent examples of the
central-branch library system. In addition, a great variety of extended services of central libraries
were provided through Shenzhen Library Network, “One-card for All Libraries System” in
Hangzhou, “Mobile Libraries’ in Guangdong, “Union Library” in Foshan, “Library Cluster” in
Dongguan, “Extended Library Services’ in Tianjin and “Community and Village Library



Construction Project” in Beijing.

Public libraries advanced towards free service in 2007. After a group of public libraries of
prefecture level and county level in well developed areas adopted free service policy, Zhejiang
Library started to provide free service since December of 2007, which was the first free library of
province level. Soon after that, at the beginning of 2008, severa large and medium sized libraries
including Nanjing Library, Ningbo Library in Zhegjiang Province, Jiaxing library in Zhejiang
Province, Jinan Library in Shandong Province followed suit. Henan Library in the middle of China
announced a free service policy for migrant rural workers. And many other libraries were preparing
for free service as well. All in all, the year 2007 was a year that quickly opened a free service era
for many public librariesin China.

By the year 2007, Chinese digital libraries have experienced a ten-year development. Over the
past ten years, digital libraries came out and grew up in leaps and bounds. Furthermore, they
fundamentally changed peopl€e’ s concepts about library application and greatly transformed ways of
library services. A group of significant digital library projects such as National Digital Library
(NDL), China Academic Digital Library & Information System [including CALIS (China
Academic Library & Information System) and CADAL (China-America Digital Academic Library),
abbreviated as CADLIS)], Chinese National Science Digital Library(CSDL), National Science
Technology Library(NSTL), Digital Library Project of Party Schools and Military Schools and
China-America Digital Academic Library (CADAL), have been the leading forces of Chinese
Digital Libraries.

In November of 2007, after two years efforts, the final drafts of Public Library Construction
Sandard drafted by Library Society of China, and Land Using Indicator for Public Library
Construction by China Academy of Urban Planning & Design eventualy came out and were
reported by Ministry of Culture to National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of
Construction(now Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development) and The Ministry of Land
and Resources for examination and approval. The two government normative documents were
drafted in the form of “standards’, which demonstrated that Chinese government has taken specific
measures to create legal protection for the development of libraries. The two documents also

marked a major achievement for library construction under the guidance of laws and regulations in



China and would have profound impact on the construction, service and development of Chinese

public libraries in the future.

1. National Library of China

In 2007, National Library of China (NLC) collected 289,989 titles and 754,994 volumes/items.
At the end of 2007, the total collection was up to 26,309,843 volumes/items. NLC welcomed
3,264,704 on-site visitors and issued 102,000 reader’s cards with 14,215,122 circulated volumes
and 112.856 million page-views on the library website. Besides that, the events held in the library,
such as training courses, lectures, tour visits and exhibitions, received 251,200 visitorsin all which
was 19.98% higher than that of 2005. 56,200 people attended 228 lectures, 119,200 participated in

163 training courses, 9,500 in 127 tour visits, 66,400 in 103 other events.

2. PublicLibraries

At the end of 2007, there were 2,798 public libraries at or above the county level in China
Among them were 2,414 public libraries at the county level and 84 children libraries. 50,190
librarians worked for these public libraries. The construction area of public buildings was 7,250,000
square meters with 524,000 seats for reading and 44,607 terminals in the electronic reading rooms.

The public libraries held 494.22 million volumes/items, and among them were 436.95 million
books and periodicals. The libraries received 257.77 million visitors with 210.79 million loans in
2007. 84,049 events were held with 26.5 million visitors attended. 12.63 million reader’s cards were
issued.

The treasury appropriation was 3.352 billion RMB with 0.794 billion for acquisition.

3. Higher Education Institution Libraries

In 2007, there were all together 2,321 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), among which 1908
were Regular HEIs and the other 413 were HEIs for adults. All these institutions established
libraries and branch libraries of their schools and departments. The total number of faculty and
student readers was over 27 million.

According to a survey of 300 HEIs libraries in July, 2007, the collection of paper documents



was above 253 million items. The formal staff of 302 HEIs libraries were over 15,400. 300 libraries
buildings were expanded to 5.24 million square meters. The buildings that were under construction
covered a floor space of aimost 1.8 million square meters in the 300 libraries. According to a

sample survey of 297 HEIs libraries, the acquisition funds were 1.09 billion RMB.

4. Special Libraries

In recent years, in order to adjust to the new networked, digitalized and 1T-based environment,
specia libraries have moved fast toward the construction of resources network and union service.
Some new library and information service institutions that are inter-regional, trans-professional and
trans-sectored have been set up and are different from traditional library service system, for
example National Science and Technology Library (NSTL) which isled by the Ministry of Science
and Technology and jointly established by Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), and Ministry of
Finance and Ministry of Education. The member libraries of NSTL include Library and Information
Center of CAS, Engineering and Technology Library, Library of Chinese Academy of Agricultural
Sciences and Library of Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences and so on. In 2006, CAS integrated
institutional library and information centers into National Science Library, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, with its headquarter in Beijing and branch libraries in Lanzhou, Chengdu and Wuhan as
legal persons. Special branch libraries were also built with the intellectual and technical support of
various institutions and colleges. Characterized as special and professional, these library and
information service institutes are leading the way of the devel opment of special libraries al over the

country.

5. The Development of Library Science Education and Sudies and the Growth of
Professional Associations

5.1 Library Science Education

As the end of December, 2006, there were 48 colleges and libraries offering major course of
Library Science, among them were 3 junior college education centers, 28 undergraduate education
centers and 40 research centers for master students and 9 for doctorate fellows. Besides that, there

were 5 first level disciplines having the right to award doctorate diplomas and 2 colleges having



transitional centers for post-doctorate fellows.

Further education was undergoing in 15 educational units of Library Science. 15 units offered
courses for advanced studies, 8 set up correspondence education for undergraduate studies, 3
established internet education and others offered night schools, adult education and education for
the students who pass the self-study exam and other forms of further education.

Till now, the education of Library Science in China has developed into a comprehensive,
professional and multi-level education system for undergraduates, master students and doctorate
fellows in an optimistic situation. Occupational further education is also included in the system.

5.2 Library Science Studies

The nature and vitality of library science lies in its deep concern for society and close tie to
practice. During the academic activities of Annual Conferences of Library Society of China (LSC),
Youth Forums and Librarians Forums of 100 Counties, the core spirit —“linking theory with
practice, leading the way of career development” — has been expressed clearly. At the same time, the
Library Science studies have yielded abundant fruit. A good situation has been created as the
theoretical studies became more profound and most studies were reality-oriented and
multi-dimensional. Through searching the special data base of “Library Science and Library
Career” in the CNKI, the result shows that there were 189,036 journal papers from 1979 to the end
of 2007 and the annual amount of papers published were over 6,700 with 18,542 papersin 2007. In
2007, there were about 130 titles of monographs on Library Science. These papers and monographs
touched upon the main fields of Library Science, like the basic theories of Library Science, the
construction of information resources, the organization of information resources, the construction of
digital libraries and the management of libraries and legislative constructions and so on.

5.3 Library Society of China

At the end of 2006, the individual members of L SC were amost 10,000 and the group members
were 215. And 8 branches were set up, including special libraries branch association, HEI libraries
branch association, party school libraries committee, military school libraries committee, labor
union libraries committee, youth league school libraries committee, medical library committee and
middle and elementary school library committee. In the 30 provinces (autonomous regions and

municipalities), library societies of province level were set up (except for Taiwan and Hainan). And



al prefectures (leagues and autonomous prefectures) and some counties set up correspondent

library societies with the amount of 300 in all.
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