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• Official Name: Aruba 

• Capital City:      Oranjestad 

• Official Languages:  Dutch, Papiamento 

• Languages Spoken:    Dutch, Papiamento, English, Spanish 

• Currency used: Aruban Florin (1 AWG =0.56 US $) 

• Population 2019:       106.008 

 

Key Facts 



• The National Library of Aruba, whose official name is  
Biblioteca Nacional Aruba, is the only National, 
Public/Community library on the island 

• The Biblioteca Nacional Aruba also has a branch in San 
Nicolas. 

• The Library is a Government Institution and resorts 
under the Minister of Education, Science and 
Sustainable Development 

• Established: August 20th 1949 



Extraordinary murals on the 
building of the library branch in San 
Nicolas. This was done during Art 
Fair 2018. The Library in San Nicolas 
is now part of the Street Art Gallery. 
The library building was relaunched 
on March 21st, 2019  

San Nicolas Branch 



Mobile Tech Lab 

It is an innovative and sustainable project 
built in a bus, equipped with the latest 
technology, among them 3D printers, 
computers for coding, internet-of-things 
and robotics. The bus visits different 
schools to provide additional and different 
activities with opportunities to experiment 



B-Lab 

Makerspaces are so important in Public 
Libraries because they give people of all 
ages the opportunity to gain knowledge on 
their own through hands-on exploration. 
The possibilities are endless and can range 
from being tech-based, such as 3D printing 
and multi-media, to art carts and building 
stations. 



Mobile Tech Lab & B-Lab 

Partnership with Metabolic Foundation 
and Futura Lab. A collaborative project 
for the Aruban Community.  
The project is financed by the European 
Union, 75%, and by the Government of 
Aruba, 25%.  

 



Aruba’s National Digital Collection Platform 
launched on March 7th, 2019 



Innovative Partnerships for 
the Goals to safeguard 
cultural heritage  

International cooperation, safe off-
island storage / backups, national 
digitization standards, cross-linkages 
with other (cultural) institutions 



Quality Education and 
Lifelong learning as a path 
to Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions 

Democracy, Transparency and Open 
Access to Information, Good Governance 
and Transparent Institutions through 
stimulating information literacy and 
providing access to (government) 
publications. 



Peter Scholing is IFLA partner for Aruba 
p.scholing@bibliotecanacional.aw 
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Catering – young people, youngsters, 
children and youth through the 
Sustainable Development Goals 



Libraries 
sustaining 
communities 
(and vice versa)  



 
Annual Sustainable Education Symposium 

engaging the youth 
 

• Host and founding partner 

• Partnering with Government Department 
for Agriculture, Husbandry and Fisheries 

• Public / private partnerships for sponsorship 
of the program 

 

VIII Sustainable Education Symposium 2019 

Theme: Community Gardening 



Sustainability in libraries 
Focus on the Youth 



National Standard and cooperation for 
Digital Durability / Heritage Preservation 

• Partnering with Aruba National Archive 

Support from:  

• The Netherlands Institute for Sound & Vision 
• Wiki goes Caribbean 
• Archive.org 



Afternoon Activity for Kids 



Free Movies in the Open Air 



Aruba Maker Expo – July 7th 2019 



Project Transforming Education in Aruba – 2020 

creating learning spaces 



Thank you 
Muchas Gracias 
Masha Danki 

www.bibliotecanacional.aw 


