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Engaging our youth –         

the National Library, 

Singapore’s Experience 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY BOARD, SINGAPORE 

National Library 

National Archives 

26 Public Libraries  
 
 

 

 

 

Vision 

Readers for Life, Learning Communities, Knowledgeable Nation 

Mission 

We make knowledge come alive, spark imagination and create possibilities. 
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Engagement is key 
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Simplifying the concept of information 
literacy into its building blocks  

Visually engaging, bite-size 
information on information 
literacy that are targeted at 
students.  
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www.nlb.gov.sg/sure/elearn-centre 

Distilling information literacy 
concepts through attractive media 

Using videos and online tutorials to 
explain information literacy concepts 
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In the first preliminary round, 
students use credible sources 
from library reference materials 
and online resources to support 
their answers on questions 
relating to Singapore.  

Participation  

2016 – 57 schools (400 students) 

2017 – 67 schools (472 students) 

2018 – 39 schools (156 students) 

2019  - 46 schools (184 students) 
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Teams use their problem-solving and IL skills to seek, 
analyse and evaluate information to solve authentic local 
historical mystery. 

Participation  

2015: 300 students/43 schools 

2016: 356 students/52 schools 

2017: 252 students/63 schools 

2018: 268 students/67 schools 
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The roads of Tanjong Pagar: tracing the first roads to 
the latest expressways – interactive storymap created 
by 2017 champion. The challenge encourages 
evidence-based research and use of geospatial data. 

“We enjoyed the fact that we were able to 
learn something new that we would not be 

able to learn in a classroom setting” 

Participation  

2017: 40 students/10 schools 

2018: 80 students/20 schools 
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Promoting library in a fun, 
unusual manner to attract 
young visitors 

Weave in stories and elements of 
urban legends and superstitions 
using material from our collection, 
such as newspaper clippings. 
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Connecting students to 
regional developments 
in Asia 

“Provides news and opinions of 
people our age; related to us” 

 
“The success stories are able to 
inspire and motivate those who are 
considering this path” 

- Students of  
MOE’s China Studies  
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We Collbaborate & Co-create 
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Interactive multimedia displays 
developed by students 
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Partnering communities and art 
schools to curate artworks  

First curated display was a 
collaboration with Nicole Teo, 
graduate from Singapore 
Management University 



Restricted 14 19 

From Oral History 
Transcripts to Memory 
Boxes & Theatre 

Memory boxes surrounding the life 
stories of interviewees from the 
National Archives Collection 

Performances by theatre students that 
reflect students’ impressions and responses 
to the life stories gleaned from the oral 
history transcripts and interviewees 
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Inspiring music from  
Tales of the Malay World 

Students composed and performed 
original compositions inspired by 
the Malay Manuscripts that tell the 
ancient stories of Singapore 
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Creating opportunities to 
work closely with librarians 

Student docents dress up 
for a children’s workshop, 
Growing Up WW II 
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